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Sentinel reporter Jessica York’s recent articles on
homelessness highlighted the idea that temporary
shelter should actually be a pathway to permanent
housing. Homelessness should be rare and brief
experience, and it should not repeat. The key to
success is making a direct connection with case
managers and housing navigators who help move
people from a shelter into a home. One article
covered the success story of Sara Coon, who moved
to a permanent home after living on the streets and
in shelters. Denise Elerick was quoted as saying she
wished “there were another 100 success stories
behind her.” That wish is reality: in 2018, Homeless
Services Center helped 296 people in Santa Cruz
County move from homelessness to a permanent
home. As our community wrestles with how to better address homelessness, the proven
strategy of shelter as a pathway to housing offers a solid example of something that works.

— Phil Kramer, Santa Cruz

The Sentinel welcomes your letters to the editor. Letters should be short, no more than 150
words. We do not accept anonymous letters. Letter-writers should include their full name as well
as a street address and telephone number. We don’t publish those details in the newspaper, but
need the information for verification purposes. Occasionally, we reject letters simply because
we’ve had so many on the same subject. Submit your letters online at
santacruzsentinel.com/submit-letters.

MORE FROM SANTA CRUZ SENTINEL

MORE IN LETTERS

Weather E-Edition Subscribe Sign Up For Newsletters � � � �

Copyright © 2019 MediaNews Group, Inc. Privacy Policy Terms of Use Cookie Policy Arbitration Powered by WordPress.com VIP

Comments for this thread are now closed

!
×

4 Comments Santa Cruz Sentinel Login"1

t Tweet f Share Sort by Newest

 •

Reallysickofit • 11 days ago

Phil, Yes, providing shelter should be part of the pathway to getting people back on their feet.

But what do you say to the multitudes of bums who don't want that, who just want to live on someone else dime, free from any rules, laws, or expectations?
 1△ ▽

 •

Bobby C • 13 days ago

"Homelessness" as it currently exists in Santa Cruz will never be rare, nor brief. That is because the real problem is drug addiction. You can house the vast majority of those
wandering around like zombies and they will still be addicts whose sole reason for living is securing their next hit. Put a roof over their heads and they will still be stealing anything
they can get their hands on to perpetuate their addiction.
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 •

Big Ed • 14 days ago

Well 296 out if 5000 ? Yeah that’s a success story and at what cost?
 1△ ▽

 •

Garrett Philipp • 14 days ago

Section 8 housing isn't a success, but I suppose closer to it. While technically not homeless, she would still be without support, so I'll call that a dependent, not homeless, person.
However, in Section 8, responsibility and being deserving matters (Welfare has rules and priorities). Housing alone isn't the answer, the people have to be both deserving and act
responsible otherwise, the freeloaders would take over the country..

Santa Cruz's preoccupation with it's "economy of the poor", "everyone lives off the government while the government lives off of everyone" is a loser, and essentially socialism, a 100
year old proven loser (ask Venezuela),
Take a good hard look at West Philly, Baltimore, skid row in LA, and you know that economy is dysfunctional. While I have to agree being on Section 8 is better for those people and
the city rather than have them homeless here, I would gladly take a city full of rich highly productive people and mega prosperity every time given a choice. 
The boatloads of "non-profits" here squeezing out a living off the poor/homeless issue is not prosperity, again it is economy of the poor and the focus needs to change in this town.

So to does the idea that stealing from landlords while chiseling away at their property rights is not noble, not compassionate, not moral, but immoral thievery done by people who
want more for themselves, and less for others, and don't want to simply work . They are also extremely ignorant of the reasons for high rents, and it isn't the landlords.
There are no limits to prosperity, go create some.
 3△ ▽
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